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REP: CAIRO 5808 

1. WE HAVE CONVEYED, THROUGH U.S. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
DR. AHMAD EPFAT'S INVITATION TO THOMAS MURPHY REGARDING 
INITIAL MEETING OF JOINT BUSINESS CHAMBER (REFTEL). 

MURPHY IS RESPONDING DIRECTLY TO EPFAT, THANKING HIM FOR 
THE INVITATION, BRINGING HIM UP TO DATE ON RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS ON THE U.S. SIDE, BUT REGRETTING THAT THE 
U.S. SIDE CANNOT COME TO EGYPT AS EARLY AS AUGUST. 

MURPHY WILL SEND A COPY OP THIS LETTER TO THE AMBASSADOR, 
WITH A COVERING NOTE. 

2. FYI INVITATIONS TO JOIN THE BUSINESS COUNCIL ARE 
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THE TOTAL U.S. SECTION MEMBERSHIP TO ABOUT 40 FIRMS. THE 
U.S. CHAMBER HAS SCHEDULED A FOUNDERS MEETING OF THE 
U.S. SIDE FOR AUGUST 6 IN WASHINGTON TO DISCUSS ORGANIZA- 
TION AND BYLAWS, OPTIONS FOR OPERATIONS, RELATIONS WITH 
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS INCLUDING USG, AND DATE FOR INAUGURAL 

JOINT MEETING. WITH MUCH TO DO, CURRENT THINKING IS 
THAT FIRST JOINT MEETING WOULD NOT OCCUR BEFORE EARLY 
NOVEMBER. JOHN BREWER, U.S. CHAMBER'S EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY FOR THE BUSINESS COUNCIL, DISCUSSED 
MUCH OF THE ABOVE, EXCEPT FOR NOVEMBER TIMING, WITH 
MEGUID OF ARAB AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
AUTHORITY IN NEW YORK ON JUNE 17 END FYI. KISSINGER 
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